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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . It is noted that this application appears to claim subject matter disclosed in prior 
Application No. PCT/EP04/50783 and 1330613.7, filed 5/13/2004 and 7/7/2003. A 
reference to the prior application must be inserted as the first sentence(s) of the 
specification of this application or in an application data sheet (37 CFR 1.76), if 
applicant intends to rely on the filing date of the prior application under 35 U.S.C. 
119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c). See 37 CFR 1.78(a). For benefit claims under 35 U.S.C. 
120, 121, or 365(c), the reference must include the relationship (i.e., continuation, 
divisional, or continuation-in-part) of all nonprovisional applications. If the application is 
a utility or plant application filed under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 1(a) on or after November 29, 2000, 
the specific reference to the prior application must be submitted during the pendency of 
the application and within the later of four months from the actual filing date of the 
application or sixteen months from the filing date of the prior application. If the 
application Is a utility or plant application which entered the national stage from an 
intemational application filed on or after November 29, 2000, after compliance with 35 
U.S.C. 371, the specific reference must be submitted during the pendency of the 
application and within the later of four months from the date on which the national stage 
commenced under 35 U.S.C. 371 (b) or (f) or sixteen months from the filing date of the 
prior application. See 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2)(li) and (a)(5)(ii). This time period is not 
extendable and a failure to submit the reference required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) and/or 
120, where applicable, within this time period is considered a waiver of any benefit of 
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such prior application(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e), 120, 121 and 365(c). A benefit claim 
filed after the required time period may be accepted if it is accompanied by a grantable 
petition to accept an unintentionally delayed benefit claim under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e), 120, 
121 and 365(c). The petition must be accompanied by (1) the reference required by 35 
U.S.C. 120 or 1 19(e) and 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) or (a)(5) to the prior application (unless 
previously subniitted), (2) a surcharge under 37 CFR 1.1 7(t), and (3) a statement that 
the entire delay between the date the claim was due under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) or (a)(5) 
and the date the claim was filed was unintentional. The Director may require additional 
information where there is a question whether the delay was unintentional. The petition 
should be addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

If the reference to the prior application was previously submitted within the time 
period set forth in 37 CFR 1.78(a), but not in the first sentence(s) of the specification or 
an application data sheet (ADS) as required by 37 CFR 1.78(a) (e.g., if the reference 
was submitted in an oath or declaration or the application transmittal letter), and the 
information concerning the benefit claim was recognized by the Office as shown by its 
inclusion on the first filing receipt, the petition under 37 CFR 1.78(a) and the surcharge 
under 37 CFR 1 .17(t) are not required. Applicant is still required to submit the reference 
in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .78(a) by filing an amendment to the first sentence(s) of the 
specification or an ADS. See MPEP § 201 .1 1 . 
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Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this countiy, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 14-15, 17, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Harrington et al. (US Pat# 6,307,280). 

Regarding claim 14, Harrington teaches a method for operating multimedia 
and/or telematics services 16 (Fig. 2) in a motor vehicle (Fig. 1), comprising providing 
the services in a speed-dependent manner 42 and 44 (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 1 5, Harrington teaches wherein the providing of the services 
includes at least one of a control of a selection of the services and a representation of 
the services on a user interface present in the motor vehicle (Col. 2 lines 37-56 and 
Col. 3 lines 17-45). 

Regarding claim 17, Harrington teaches performing a speed-dependent selection 
42 and 44 (Fig. 3) of an Input medium 16 (Fig. 2) for an operator control of the 
services. 

Regarding claim 26, Harrington teaches a service management unit (Fig. 2) for 
use in an operation of multimedia and/or telematics services 16 (Fig. 2) and associated 
user interfaces, in a motor vehicle, comprising a control unit 18 (Fig. 2) for analyzing 
Information on a vehicle speed 34 (Fig. 2) and being configured to providing the 
services in a speed-dependent manner 42 and 44 (Fig. 3). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Harrington et al. (US Pat# 6,307,280) in view of Knockeart et al. (US Pat# 
6,968,311). 

Regarding claim 16, Harrington teaches the limitations in claim 14. Harrington 
fails to teach a prioritization of services. 

Knockeart teaches wherein the selection of the services includes a prioritization 
of predetermined services (based on user conditions and how easy the user will be 
distracted with service) over other services that are also available (Col. 4 lines 47-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to Incorporate a prioritization 
of services as taught by Knockeart into Harrington's vehicle controls in order to improve 
safety of vehicle operation (Col. 2 lines 54-59). 

Regarding claim 18, the combination including Knockeart teaches performing a 
speed-dependent selection of an output medium for a representation of the services 
(Fig. 1 and Col. 4 lines 47-64). 
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Regarding claim 19, the combination including Knockeart teaches performing a 
speed-dependent adaptation of at least one of an input medium and an output medium 
(Fig. 1 and Col. 4 lines 47-64). 

Regarding claim 20, the combination including Knockeart teaches performing a 
control involving a selection of a suitable fomi of representation of contents provided by 
the particular service on an output medium (Fig. 1 and Col. 4 lines 47-64). 

6. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harrington et al. (US Pat# 6,307,280) in view of Yamanaka et al. (US Pat# 6,667.726). 

Regarding claim 21, Harrington teaches the limitations in claim 14. Harrington 
fails to teach changing a display color on an output medium. 

Yamanaka teaches an output medium in a manner controlled by a speed 3 (Fig. 
1) by performing at least one of the follovi/ing: c) changing a display color 26 (Fig. 1) on 
the output medium 1a (Fig. 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate changing a 
display color on an output medium as taught by Yamanaka into Harrington's vehicle 
controls in order to know the speed of the vehicle more easily and therefore traveling at 
safer speeds (Col. 3 lines 35-39). 

7. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harrington et al. (US Pat# 6,307,280) in view of Knockeart et al. (US Pat# 6,968.31 1) 
and further in view Breed (US Pat# 7,126,583). 
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Regarding claim 22, Harrington teaches suppressing 44 (Fig. 3) predetermined 
functions of predefined associated control elements 16 (Fig. 2) and the limitations in 
claim 14 and 19. Knockeart teaches performing one of the following for adapting an 
input medium in a manner controlled by a speed: a) assigning control elements, 
including keys, different functions, in which functions of greater importance being 
prioritized over those of less importance (Col. 4 lines 47-65), b) suppressing 
predetermined functions of predefined associated control elements (Col. 4 lines 47-65), 
c) blocking keys in one of an audibly perceptible manner, a visually perceptible 
manner, and a tactilely perceptible manner (Fig. 1 and Col. 4 lines 47-65). 

Harrington and Knockeart fail to teach changing one of a sensitivity characteristic 
of a microphone. 

Breed teaches changing one of a sensitivity characteristic of a microphone and a 
directional characteristic of the microphone (Col. 17 lines 9-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate changing one 
of a sensitivity characteristic of a microphone as taught by Breed into a prioritization of 
services as taught by Knockeart into Harrington's vehicle controls in order to increase 
safety since the operator does not have to take their eyes off the road (Col. 13 lines 57- 
66). 

8. Claim 23 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harrington et al. (US Pat# 6,307,280) in view of Wakabayashi (US Pat# 7,082,304). 
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Regarding claim 23, Harrington teaclies the limitations in claim 14. Harrington 
fails to teach selecting a transmission medium. 

Wakabayashi teaches selecting a transmission medium (selecting the correct 
base station to transmit based on speed) for communication and setting corresponding 
service parameters as a function of a speed (Col. 2 line 1 1-Col. line 16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate selecting a 
transmission medium as taught by Wakabayashi into Harrington's vehicle controls in 
order to increase efficiency (Col. 1 lines 63-67). 

9. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harrington et al. (US Pat# 6,307,280) in view of O'Neil (US Pat# 6,973,333). 

Regarding claim 24, Harrington teaches the limitations in claim 14. Harrington 
fails to teach performing a control in at least one of a location-dependent manner and a 
context-dependent manner. 

O'Neil teaches performing a control in at least one of a location-dependent 
manner and a context-dependent manner (Col. 14 line 49-Col. 15 line 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate performing a 
control in at least one of a location-dependent manner and a context-dependent 
manner as taught by O'Neil into Harrington's vehicle controls in order to increase 
flexibility in restricting the use of cellular telephones (Col. 2 lines 62-67). 
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10. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harrington et al. (US Pat# 6,307,280) in view of Damiani et al. (US Pat# 6,667,726). 

Regarding claim 25, Harrington teaches a vehicle information system (Fig. 2) for 
operating services including at least one of multimedia services and telematics services 
16 (Fig. 2) and associated user interfaces in a motor vehicle, comprising: a service 
management unit 18 (Fig. 2) connectable to; a) a device for one of measuring and 
displaying an instantaneous vehicle speed 34 (Fig. 2 and Col. 2 lines 37-45), and b) a 
user interface 16 (Fig. 2) for providing the services in a speed-dependent manner 42 
and 44 (Fig. 3). Harrington fails to clearly teach measuring instantaneous speed (even 
though it would be obvious). 

Damiani teaches a device for one of measuring and displaying an instantaneous 
vehicle speed (Col. 3 lines 25-30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate measuring 
instantaneous speed as taught by Damiani Into Harrington's vehicle controls in order to 
increase visibility and therefore increase safety (Col. 1 lines 28-47). 

Conclusion 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Wendell whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0557. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Andrew Wendell 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2618 



10/25/2007 




